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Proclamation 3974 
NATIONAL DEFENSE TRANSPORTATION DAY AND NATIONAL 

TRANSPORTATION WEEK, 1970 

By the President of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

The story of America's growth is in large part the story of her 
growing transportation systems: the Post roads and canals which 
linked our first States, the Yankee Clippers which built New Eng­
land's commerce, the steel rails which bound together a transconti­
nental community and the great air fleets which bring Hawaii and 
Alaska closer today than New York and Chicago were in 1940. 

Today the field of transportation accounts for approximately 20 per 
cent of this nation's gross national product and employs more than 
ten million persons. Yet we know, as we enter a new decade, that the 
growth of our transportation systems is just beginning. This growth 
must be carefully planned and intelligently directed—both our eco­
nomic prosperity and our military security will depend on it. And 
so will the quality of life in our country. I t is important, for exam­
ple, that considerations of safety and environmental protection be 
kept in mind as we expand our transportation systems. 

I t was to focus attention on both the achievements and the challenges 
of the transportation industry and its employees that the Congress, 
by a joint resolution approved May 16, 1957, requested the President 
to proclaim annually the third Friday of May each year as National 
Defense Transportation Day, and by a joint resolution approved 
May 14, 1962, requested the President to proclaim annually the week 
of May in which that Friday falls as National Transportation Week. 

NOW, T H E R E F O R E , I, R I C H A R D NIXON, President of the 
United States of America, do hereby designate Friday, May 15, 1970, 
as National Defense Transportation Day, and the week beginning 
May 10,1970, as National Transportation Week. 

IN W I T N E S S W H E R E O F , I have hereunto set my hand this 
26th day of March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America, the one 
hundred ninety-fourth. 
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March 26, 1970 

Proclamation 3975 
LOYALTY DAY, 1970 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The full meaning of ordinary words is often discovered only when 
we know their origin. The word "loyal" has its origins in the Latin 
word for "legal," Ultimately, to be loyal means not only to be faithful 
to a person or a cause or a nation, but to be lawful as well. 

We demonstrate loyalty to our nation, then, not only when we show 
our love for its ideals, but when we also show respect for its laws. 
Without those laws, our ideals cannot be reached; without those 
ideals, our laws are mechanical and lifeless. True loyalty to our coun­
try means working together toward justice under the law. 
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